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TO THE READER.

The author of the following pages would feel disposed to treat the itinerant

promulgators of the absurd tissue of incongruous nonsense, called " Moiimon-

ism," with that contempt which ignorance and impudence always merits, were

it not for the impious attempt made by them to make the Word or Gou sub-

servient to their nefarious system of fraud, by impressing on the minds of llieif

dupes the idea that the Bible proves the "Book of Mormon" to be a divine re-

velation from God, and one, of course, whose commands and precepts have

equal weight and authority with the Bible itself: and a breach of whose laws

mnst call down on the head of us poor mortals the divine displeasure and ven-

geance ;—thus inducing the ignorant to become an easy prey to the rapacious

avarice of Jo Smith, the Mormon impostor, and his impious confederates; and

robbing the poor of their hard-earned pittance, to keep up, as gentlemen, a set

of knaves, who are loo lazy to work, and yet too ignorant to be lit for any thing

else. The object of the following pages is to place within the reach of the

meanest capacity, the infallible means of unmasking this "Latter Day" hum-

bug, and holding it up to public scorn, in all its original deformity. The writer

is not a member of any religious denomination ; and he here hurls back the

charge of sectarianism, so often made, into the teeth of him who dares to make
it. He is not in the habit of meddling with theology; but, when he sees the

Scriptures of Eternal Truth wrested into the service of the swindler, and the

plain meaning of Gou's Word perverted for the purpose of picking the pockets

of the community, he conceives that silence any longer, ceases to be a virtue.

% . . ^ THE AUTHOR.

W> v^VXSv,



MORMONISM DISSECTED.

The first question which presents itself fcr our consideration, on
entering on the investigation of the subject of "Mormon-ism," is this :

What is the evidence upon which the revelation of the " Book of Mor-
mon" rests?—and is this evidence sufficient to warrant our belief in
its " divine origin ?" We are told " that there is sufficient evidence,
both circumstantial and scriptural, to establish its authenticity ;" and
it shall be our business, in these pages, to notice the evidence in the
order thus laid down by its inventors.

First, then, for the circumstantial: What is it? Why, we are
gravely told by Winchester, in his " Gospel Reflector,' (it should
have been called "Error Reflector,") page 105, that "The Book of
Mormon was found in the year A. D. 1827, in Ontario county, New
York, was translated and published in A. D. 18S0, It contains the
history of the ancient inhabitants of America, who were a branch of
the house of Israel, of the tribe of Joseph, of whom the Indians are
still a remnant', but the principal nation of them having fallen in
battle, in the fourth or fifth century, one of their prophets, whose
name was Mormon, was commanded by the Lord to make an abridg-
ment of their history, their prophecies, and their doctrines, which he
engraved on plates; and, afterwards being slain, the record fell into
the hands of his son, Moroni, who, being hunted by his enemies, was
directed to deposit the record safely in the earth, with a promise from
God that it should be preserved and brought to light in the latter

days, by means of a Gentile nation, who should possess the land.
This deposit was made about A. D. 420, on a hill then called Cu-
mora, now in Ontario county, N. Y., where it was preserved in sarfety»

until it was brought to light by no less than the ministry of angels,

and translated by inspiration ; and the Great Jehovah bore record
ot the same to chosen ivitnesses, who declare it to the world."
* I have thus quoted this tissue of nonsense, that the reader may see
the nature of the circumstantial evidence upon which the book rests.

Now, to us, it is of no consequence what the book contains. Until its

own authenticity, as a revelation from God, be established, we have no.

right to believe or take in evidence any thing.it may assert. Let us
propose a few questious on this part of the subject, and hear the an-
swers of its supporters. First—How do you know that "Mormon was
commanded by the Lord to make an abridgment? Does the Bible
say so? No; it does not. Does History say so? No;, it does not.

Well, how do you know that he was commanded ? " Why, the Book
itself says so." Does it, indeed! But that is ho proof; therefore,

there is no proof that he was commanded at all. Again^-How da



von know that Moroni was directed to deposit it in the earth ? Doe&
the Bible »ay so? No. Does History say so? No. Who «ioe9 say

so? Why, the Book itself says so. Pretty proof, truly—the thing

denied brought to prove itself! But, how do you know that it was

found in the earth? Why, Jo Smith says so. "What dependence

is to be put in his word on the subject? Was he not interested?

Was he not the very man who started the imposition at first? Is it

not his interest and object to deceive you? But you may say—" Oh,

but God choose witnesses, to whom an angel showed the plates, and

told them it was the work of God." How many? Why, the large

number of three. How do you know that God chose these men ?

AVhy, they say so. Well, are they men of veracity? If they were,

how comes it that vonr church has turned two of them out? What
for? Why, as LIARS and THIEVES! On what, then, does the

position that your" Book of Mormon" wasfound in the earth, stand ?

Why, upon the word of two men who you yourselves say are Liars

and Thieves. So much, then, for the circumstantial evidence of ori-

gin. We have seen that every circumstance connected with its origin

is against its authenticity.

The next position taken up by the advocates of this imposture, is

to prove from the Antiquities of America that it was once inhabited

by a people who, in point of civilization, were far above the present

Indians. Well, suppose we admit that this land was inhabited by a

people who were far above the Indians ;—what then ? Does that prove

that they were Israelites? Has there been discovered in those "ruined
cities" the law of Moses or the sacerdotal vestments of the Jewish
priests ? Nothing of the kind ; but, on the contrary, every indication

that the inhabitants were an idolatrous nation. How docs these facts

tally with the Mormon creed, that the worship of God was continued

among this people? Now, what is the amount of the Mormon argu-

ments, drawn from the antiquities of America? Simply this : "There
is evidence that a wiser people than the Indians once inhabited

America. Ergo, the Indians are the descendants of the Israelites,

and the Book of Mormon, which says so, is a revelation from God."
Ridiculous as is this conclusion, it is the very argument ofMormonistn
on the subject. But how does a " ruined city," which we admit, from
its beautiful architecture, to be above the constructiveness of an In-
dian, prove that this city was built by an Israelite or Ephraimite, more
than by a Greek, an Egyptian, or a Roman? It docs not do it at all;

and the argument would prove, if it prove any thing, that the Indians

arc the descendants of the Egyptians or Romans, ju9t as conclusively

as that they are the descendants of the Israelites. But how comes it,

if the Indians are the descendants of the Israelites, that they have lost

their national characteristic as a race? Instead of belonging to the

Caucasian race, as did the Israelites, we find them assuming a new
variety—the American, or, if you like, the Mongolian. Their colour

has been changed from white to a irark copper, and all the prominent
points that distinguish varieties of mankind have been altered. "Oh,
the Book of Mormon accounts for that," says the Mormon. "It say*



that they were cflfsed.nnd that was the cause of the change." Does
ft, indeed P How wondrous wise must be its author ! But its say-so,

you will recollect, is no proof. What does the Bible say ? Why, it

says nothing on the subject. What does history say? It is silent.

Well, what does the tradition of the Indians say ? It is very likely

that if they ever had the Book of Mormon among them, they would
recollect its account of so remarkable an event as change of colour,

and one in which they were so deeply interested. Their tradition

gives the Book the lie direct. But, to the proof:

My reader will remember that there was an effort made, a few years

ago, by the General Government, to establish common schools among
the Indians; and agents were sent among them for the purpose of

ascertaining the views of their chiefs on the subject. Atone of the

meetings which the agents had with the Indians, an aged chief arose,

and after stating that they (the Indians) felt grateful to their " white

father at Washington, for the interest he took in their welfare," told

the agents that they would be obliged to decline the offer, in conse-

quence of a tradition, which they held sacred, which taught them that

the Great Spirit did not design books for "Red Men." He stated,

" that the Great Spirit, when he first made man, tried his hand on the

first one, and, after having finished him and set him down, found that

he was black; he then tried again, and that time he came a little

nearer what he wanted, for the man he made was red. The Great
Spirit then made another effort, and succeeded in making a white.

man. He now set the white, red and black man in a row, and brought

forward three boxes ; into one he put books, maps, globes, &c; into

another he put tomahawks, bows, arrows, &c; and into the third he

put shovels, spades, picks, &c. Then, coming to the white man, he

gave him his choice- The white man, after looking at the boxes for

some time, chose the one containing the books, maps, &c. The
Great Spirit then pointed to the red man, that he should choose; the

red man, after looking at the box with the spades and shovels, shook

his head, and chose the one with the bows, arrows, &c. ; and then, as

there was but one left, it fell to the black man, who, with a dejected

look, shouldered his box and marched oft"." Now, however childish

such staff' as this may appear to us, it is to an Indian sacred. Upon
this, they refused the introduction of schools among them. Can any
one believe that, if ever the book of Mormon had been among the In-

dians, as a divine record, that they would have a different tradition

concerning the origin of colour from that which is given in it? They
have a different tradition. JZrgo, the Book of Mormon never was
among them. We have seen, then, that every "circumstantial" ar-

gument which we have examined condemns the authenticity of this

*' Book of Mormon," although brought by its inventors to establish

it. We will now see whether there be not other circumstances besides

those noticed, to prove the same position. And, first, we would call

the attention of the reader to a letter of the Ilev. John A. Clark, a
gentleman of unquestionable veracity, and who resided, at the time,

in Palmyra, the immediate vicinity ot this imposture. He sayg:-r-



"It was earl? in the autumn of 182? that Martin Harris called at

my house in Palmyra, one morning about sunrise. His whole appear-
ance indicated more than usual excitement, and he had scarcely pass-

ed the threshold of my dwelling, before he inquired whether he could
see me alone, remarking that he had a matter to communicate that he
wished to be strictly confidential. Previous to thin, I had but very
slight acquaintance with Mr. Harris. Ho had occasionally attended
divine service in our church. I had heard him spoken of as a farmer
in comfortable circumstances, residing in the country a short distance

from the village, and distinguished by certain peculiarities of charac-

ter. He had been, if I mistake not, at one period, a member of the

Methodist Church, and subsequently had identified himself with the

Universalists. At this time, however, in his religious views he seemed
to be floating upon the sea of uncertainty. He had evidently quite

an extensive knowledge of the Scriptures, and possessed a manifest

disputatious turn of mind. As I subsequently learned, Mr. Harris

had always been a firm believer in dreams, and visions, and superna-
tural appearances, such as apparitions and ghosts, and therefore was
a fit subject for such men as Smith and his colleagues to operate upon.
On the occasion just referred to, I invited him to accompany me to,

my study, where, after having closed the door, he began to draw a

package out of his pocket with great and manifest caution. Suddenly,
however, he stopped, and wished to know if there was any possibility

of our being interrupted or overheard ? When answered in the ne-

gative, he proceeded to remark, that he reposed great confidence in

me as a minister of Jesus Christ, and that what he had now to com-
municate he wished me to regard as strictly confidential. He said he
verily believed that an important epoch had arrived—that a great

flood of light was about to burst upon the world, and that the scene of

divine manifestation was to be immediately around us. In explana-

tion of what he meant, he then proceeded to remark that a golden.

Bible had recently been dug from the earth, where it had been depo-

sited for thousands of yearsr and that this would be found to contain

such disclosures as would settle all religions controversies, and speed-

ily bring on the glorious millennium. That this mysterious book,

which no human eye of the present generation had yet seen, was in

the possession of Joseph Smith, Jr., ordinarily known in the neigh-

borhood under the more familiar designation of Jo Smith: that there

had been a revelation made to him by which he had discovered this

sacred deposit, and two transparent stones, through which, as a sort

of spectacles, he conld read the Bible, although the box or ark that

contained it, had not yet been opened ; and that by looking through

those mysterious stones, he had transcribed from one of the leaves of

this book, the characters which Harris had so carefully wrapped in

the package which he was drawing from his pocket. The whole thing

appeared to me so ludicrous and puerile, that I could not refrain from

telling Mr. Harris that I believed it a mere hoax, got up to practice

upon Ins credulity, or an artifice to extort from him money ; for I had

already, in the course of the conversation, learned that he had ad-



vanccd some twenJy-fivc dollars to Jo Smith as a sort of premium
for sharing with him in the glories and profits of this new revelation.

For, at this time, his mind seemed to be quite as intent upon the pe-

cuniary advantage that would arise from the possession of the plates

of solid gold of which this book was composed, as upon the spiritual

light it would diffuse over the world. My intimations to him, in re-

ference to the possible imposition that was being practiced upon him,

however, were indignantly repelled. He then went on to relate the

particulars in regard to the discovery and possession of this marvel-
lous book. As far as I can now recollect, the following was an out-

line of the narrative which he then communicated to me, and subse-

quently to scores of people in the village, from some of whom, id my
late visit to Palmyra, 1 have been able to recall several particulars

that had quite glided from my memory.
"Before I proceed to Martin's narrative, however, I would remark

in passing, that Jo Smith, who has since been the chief prophet of the

Mormons, and was one of the most prominent ostensible actors in the

first scenes of this drama, belonged to a very shiftless family near
Palmyra. They lived a sort of vagrant life, and were principally

known as money-diggers. Jo, from a boy, appeared dull and utterly

destitute of genius; but his father claimed for him a sort of second
sight, a power to look into the depths of the earth, and discover where
its precious treasures were hid. Consequently, long before the idea

of a golden Bible entered their minds, in their excursions for money-
digging, which I believe usually occurred in the night, that they might
conceal from others the knowledgo of the place where they struck

Upon treasures, Jo used to be usually their guide, putting into a hat

a peculiar stone he had, through which he looked to decide where
they should begin to dig.

"According to Martin Harris, it was 'after one of these night ex-

cursions, that Jo, while he lay upon his bed, had a remarkable dream.

An angel of God seemed to approach him, clad in celestial splendor.

This divine messenger assured him, that he, Joseph Smith, was chosen

of the Lord to be a prophet of the Most High God, and to bring to

light hidden things, that would prove of unspeakable benefit to the

world. He then disclosed to him the existence of this golden Bible;

and the place where it was deposited—but, at the same time, told

him that he must follow implicitly the divine direction, or he would
draw down upon him the wrath of heaven. This book, which was
contained in a chest, or ark, and which consisted of metallic plates

eovered with characters embossed in gold, he must not presume to

look into, under three years. He must first go on a journey into

Pennsylvania—and there, among the mountains, he would meet with

a very lovely woman, belonging to a highly respectable and pious

family, whom he was to take for his wife. As a proof that he was sent

on this mission by Jehovah, as soon as he saw this designated person,

he would be smitten with her beauty, and though he was a stranger

to her, as she was fur above him in the walks of life, she would at

once be willing to many him and go with him to the cuds of the earth.
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After their marriage, he was to return to his former home, and remain
quietly there until the birth of his first child. When this child had
completed his second year, ho might then proceed to the hill beneath
which the mysterious chest was depositee!, and draw it thence, and
publish the truths it contained to the world. Smith awoke from his

dream, and, according to Harris, started oS' towards Pennsylvania,
not knowing to what point he should go. But the Lord directed

him, and gained him favour in the eyes of just such a person as was
described to him. He was married, and had returned. His first

child had been born, and was now about six months old. But Jo
had not been altogether obedient to the heavenly vision. After his

marriage and return from Pennsylvania, he became so awfully im-
pressed with the high destiny that awaited him, that he communicated
the secret to his father and family. The money-digging propensity
of the old man operated so powerfully, that ho insisted upon it that
they should go and dig, and see if the chest was there—not with any
view to remove it till the appointed time, but merely to satisfy them-
selves. Accordingly, they went forth in the stillness of the night,

with their spades and mattocks, to the spot where slumbered this sa-

cred deposit. They bad proceeded but a little while in the work of

excavation, before the rhysterious chest appeared ; but, lo! instantly
it moved and glided along out of their sight. Directed, however, by
the clairvoyance of Jo, they again penetrated to the spot where it

stood, and succeeded in gaining a partial view of its dimensions. An-
other divine communication was made to him, authorizing him to go
'alone by himself and bring the chest, and deposit it secretly under
the hearth of his dwelling, but by no means to attempt to look into it.

The reason assigned by the angel for this removal was, that some re-

port in relation to the place where this sacred book was deposited had
gone forth, and there was danger of its being disturbed. According
to Harris, Smith now scrupulously followed the divine directions*

He was already in possession of the two transparent stones laid up
with the golden Bible, by looking through which he was enabled to

read the golden letters on the plates in the box. How he obtained
these spectacles without opening the chest, Harris could not tell.

But still he had them ; and by means of them he could read aii the
book contained. The book itself was not to be disclosed until Smith's
child had attained a certain age. Then it might be published to the
world. In the interim, Smith was to prepare the way for the con-
version of the world to a new system of faith, by transcribing the cha-
racters from the plates, and giving translations of the same. This
was the substance of Martin Harris' communication to me upon our
first interview, He then carefully unfolded a slip of paper, which
contained three or four lines of characters, as unlike letters or hiero-

glyphics of any sort, as would be produced were one to shut up
his eyes and play off the most antic movements with his pen upon
paper. The only thing that bore the slightest resemblance to the

ietter of any language that I had ever seen, was two upright marks,

joined by a horizontal line, that might have been taken for the He-



brew character H- My ignorance of the characters in which this pre-

tended ancient record was written, was to Martin Harris new proof

that Smith's whole account of the divine revelation made to him, was
entirely to be relied on.

" One thing is here to be noticed, that the statements of the origi-

nators of this imposture varied, and were modified from time to time
according as their plans became more matured. At first it was a gold

Bible—then golden plates engraved—then metallic plates stereotyped

or embossed with golden letters. At one time, Harris was to be en-

riched by the solid gold of these plates—at another, they were to be

religiously kept to convince the world of the truth of the revelation

—

and, then these plates could not be seen by any but three witnesses

whom the Lord should choose. How easy it would be, were there

any such plates in existence, to produce them, and to show that Mor-
monism is not a "cunningly devised fable." How far Harris was
duped by this imposture, or how far he entered into it as a matter of

speculation, I am unable to say. .Several gentlemen in Palmyra, who
saw and conversed with him frequently, think he was laboring under
a sort of monomania, and that he thoroughly believed all <hat Jo Smith
chose to tell him on this subject. He was so much in earnest on the

subject, that he immediately started off with some of the manuscripts
that Smith furnished him, on a journey to New York and Washing-
ton, to consult some learned men to ascertain the nature of the lan-

guage in which this record was engraven. Martin had now become
a perfect believer. He said he had no more doubt of Smith's divine

commission, than of the divine commission of the apostles. The very
fact that Smith was an obscure and illiterate man, showed that he
must be acting under divine impulses. That he was willing to "take
of the spoiling of his goods" to sustain Smith in carrying on this work
<of the Lord : and that he was determined that the book should be

published, though it consumed all his worldly substance. It was in

vain I endeavoured to expostulate. I was an unbeliever, and could

not see afar off. As for him, he must follow the light which God had

given him. Whether, at this time, Smith had those colleagues that

certainly afterwards moved unseen the wheels of this machinery, I

am unable to say. Even after Cowdery and Itigdon were bending

the whole force of their minds to the carrying out of this imposture,

Jo Smith continued to be the ostensible prominent actor in the dramn.

The way that Smith made his transcripts and translations for Harris,

was the following: Although in the same room, a thick curtain, or

blanket, was suspended between them, and Smith, concealed behind

the blanket, pretended to look through his spectacles, or transparent

stones, and would then write down or repeat what he saw, which,

when repeated aloud, was written down by Harris, who sat on the

other side of the suspended blanket. Harris was told that it would
arouse the most terrible divine displeasure if he should attempt to

draw near the sacred chest, or look at Smith while engaged in the

work of deciphering the mysterious characters. This was Harris's

own account of the matter to me. What other measures they after-
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wards took to transcribe or translate from these* metallic plates, I

cannot say, as I very soon after this removed to another field of

labour, where I heard no more of this matter till I learned the Book
of Mormon was about being published. It was not till after the dis-

covery of the manuscript of Spaulding, that the actors in this impos-

ture thought of calling this pretended revelation, the Book ofMormon.
This book, which professed to be a translation of the golden Bible

brought to light by Joseph Smith, was published in 1830—to accom-
plish which Martin Harris actually mortgaged his farm.

" In addition to the facts with which 1 myself was conversant in

1827 and 1828, connected with the rise of Mormonism, I have been
able to lay hold of one or two valuable documents, and obtain several

items of intelligence, by which I shall be enabled to continue this

sketch of the rise and origin of this singular imposture. To my mind,

there never was a grosser piece of deception undertaken to be prac-

tised than this."

"Circumstantial evidence," then, is opposed to the authenticity

of the Book of Mormon, as we have seen. We will dovv inquire how
far Scripture supports it. The question now for our consideration

is, simply—Does the Bible prove the Book of Mormon to be a reve-

lation from God ? The first passages to which the Mormons refer,

in support of their Book, may be found in Genesis, 48th chapter, 15,

16, with the last clause of the 19th verse : " And he (Jacob) blessed

Joseph, and said, God, before whom my fathers, Abraham and Isaac,

did walk; the God which fed me all my life long, unto this day; the

angel which redeemed me from all evil; bless the lads, and let my
name be named upon them, and the name of my fathers, Abraham,
and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the

Earth. And, in the last clause of the 19th verse, he says, "And his

seed shall become a multitude of nations." Now, we are gravely

told by the Mormons that this prediction refers to America : " For
the most obvious reason, they cannot be applied with propriety to any
other land." How, I ask, can this prediction, with any degree of

"propriety" be applied to America at all ? Let us examine it. Come,
Mr. Mormon, get on your spectacles, or, if you like it better, the

transparent stones of Jo Smith. Now, what place did Jacob refer to

by the phrase, " midst of the earth?" Because, that was the place in

which the seed of Joseph were to become a multitude of nations

—

was it not? Very well. Let us see what place he means. Jacob
evidently, by this language, refers to the Land of Canaan; because,

before he confers the blessing on Joseph, he informs him by what
means he (Jacob) had received the title of this land in fee simple ; on
the authority of which title, he was now about to confer it as a pos-

session on the sons of Joseph. In the 3d, 4th, and 5th verses of the

48th chapter of Genesis, may be found an account of this deed of

conveyance to Jacob, with its transfer, by will, to the sons of Joseph.
" And Jacob said unto Joseph, God Almighty appeared unto me at

Luz, in the land of Canaan, and blessed me, and said unto me, Be-
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hold, I will make theo fruitful, and multiply thee; and I will make
of thee a multitude of peoph} and will give this land to thy seed

after thee, for an everlasting possession. And now thy two sons,

Ephraim and Manassah, which were born unto thee in the land of

Egypt, before I came unto thee into Egypt, are mine: as Reuben and
Simeon, they shall be mine." Now, we learn from the passages just

quoted, first, that God had promised to make of Jacob" a multitude of

people;" and, secondly, that he had promised to give his seed the

land of Canaan, for an " everlasting possession ;" which two promises
Jacob again repeats and confers on Joseph. That the land thus given

to Joseph was the Land of Canaan, is further established by referring

to John's Gospel, 4th chapter, 5th verse :
" Then cometh he to a city

of Samaria, which is called Lychar, near to the parcel of ground that

Jacob gave to his son Joseph." Now, as Jacob never gave Joseph
ground on any other occasion than the one now under consideration,

it follows that he never gave America. The words, " midst of the

earth," from which has arisen this difliculty, occurs but three times in

the Bible. The Lord uses this phrase in Exodus, 8th chapter, 22nd
verse, and applies it to the Land of Goshen, near or adjoining the

Land of Canaan. It is again used by David in the 74th Psalm, 12th.

and 13th verses, in reference to the place where God divided the sea

of old, &c, in the same land. But, to set this matter right, beyond
the power of Mormon quibbling, we have the direct testimony of

Jacob himself, informing Joseph, not only in what this blessing con-

sisted, but also the place where they were to have their possession:

Genesis, 48th chapter, 21st and 22nd verses. " And Israel said unto
Joseph, Behold, I die; but God shall be with you, and bring you
again unto the LAND OF YOUR FATHERS." Not to America.
"Moreover, I have given to thee one portion above thy brethren,

which I took out of the hand of the Amorite with my sword and with

my bow." Here, then, we have the whole matter explained by Jacob
himself. Joseph, or his sons, were to have one portion of land more
than their brethren of that country which Jacob took from the Amo-
rite with his sword and bow. How, then, Mr. Mormon, does this

transaction refer to America? Did Jacob ever take America from
the Amorite? Is this your religion, to twist the Scriptures to suit

your swindling purposes, and gull your ignorant dupes into the be-

lief that the Word of God proves your imposition ? Oh, shame

!

where is thy blush ?

But, again;—Why was the Land of Canaan called the " midst of

the earth?" Will my reader just turn with me to the map of the

world, and we will examine this questiou, geographically, and I think

satisfactorily to everyone, except some thick-skull°d Mormon, who
is determined not to be convinced. You will notice, then, on the

map, that the portion of country formerly known as the Land of

Canaan, is situate between the two great continents of Asia and
Africa, extending along the south-eastern coast of the Mediterranean
sea, and being very nearly the central portion of land between those

continents; or, in the language of Scripture, "the midst of the earth,"
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those continents being considered the "earth.''* That they were so

considered, see Genesis, 11th chapter, from the 1st to the 8th veise.

Again : This portion of country was considered the " midst of the

earth," because it was here that the Garden of Eden was planted,

where God created man. It was here the ark rested after the flood.

it was here God appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. It

was here that the Saviour was first promised,—where he appeared in

the flesh,—where he rose from the dead,—and, in a word, every au-

thentic revelation which God has ever given man, since the creation

to the present, has been given in this portion of country, or its vici-

nity,

—

with the exception of Jo Smith's. So much, then, for the first

scriptural argument of Mormonism.
Let us have another. The next may be found in Genesis, 49th

chapter, 22nd to the 26th verse :
" Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a

fruitful bough by a well, whose branches run over the wall." We
are informed by Winchester; page 113, that "this was spoken to

suit the capacity of the ancient oriental nations, who considered the

sea as a wall;" and that " it may be read with propriety, 'over the

seaP" Poor souls; what a capacity they must have had, not to

know the difference between the sea and a wall. Unfortunately for

the Mormons, the orientals were not so ignorant as Mr. Winchester
would have us believe. They knew very well the difference between
"a wall" and the sea. Where, I ask, is the word wall used in Scrip-

ture to represent the sea, with the exception of Exodus, 14th chapter,

and 22nd verse, where the waters were built up on either side like a

wall ? If we have a right to read the word " wall," in this text, " the

sea," we have the same right in other places. Let us try it. Thus,
Numbers, 22nd chapter, 25th verse, we are told that when " the ass

saw the angel of the Lord, she thrust herself unto the wall, and
crushed Balaam's foot against the wall." And that is, according to

Mormonism, "the ass thrust herself unto the sea, and crushed Ba-
laam's foot against the sea." Ridiculous nonsense;—and yet it is

the very pith of Mormonism. The meaning of the text is very plain :

Jacob likens the fruitfulness of Joseph to the bough of a vine planted

in a moist place, (" by a well") whose branches run along or over
the wall, on which it climbs. This mode of expression was very
common among eastern nations to represent fruitfulness. See Exo-
dus 1st chapter, 7th verse; Psalm 128th, 3rd verse; Ezekiel, 19th

chapter, 10th verse, with many others, if our limits would admit
them.
The next verse brought as proof that America was the land given

to Joseph, is the 26th, which reads thus: "The blessings of thy

father have prevailed above the blessings of my progenitors, unto

the utmost bounds of the everlasting hills ; they shall be on the head
of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of him that was separated

from his brethren." Now, we learn from this text that the blessings

or benefits enjoyed or possessed by Joseph's father, (who was Jacob

himself) had prevailed above the blessings enjoyed by his (Jacob's)

progenitors, (who were Abraham and Isaac) unto the utmost bound
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of the everlasting hills; and that these blessings or benefits which
had been enjoyed by Jacob, should be on the head of Joseph and his
seed in the future. Jacob literally confers on the head of Joseph his

own blessings or benefits. But would it be believed that this plain
passage of Scripture, which the veriest baby might under stand, is

twisted by Mormonism into its service. Hear the sage Winches-
ter, page 113 : " Now, reader, imagine yourself standing in Egypt,
where Jacob then stood, and then search for the utmost bound of the

everlasting hills, and you will find them in America." Such a con-
conclusion, from such premises, shows a degree of depravity on a
subject like this, that we would fain hope had no existence in fact,

were we not assured that the reasoning (if reasoning we can call it)

did not originate with Winchester, but may be found verbatim et lite-

ratim in "Pratt's Warning," and no doubt emanated from the
" School oj Prophets" at Navoo. Now, I ask, how do you measure to

get ** the utmost bound of the everlasting hills" in America ? Jacob
does not say the farthest off hills. Oh, no ; but the farthest offbound
of particular hills, which he calls " everlasting hills." How do you
measure? One hill is just as much an everlasting hill as another.

Was there not everlasting hills in the Land of Canaan ? There cer-

tainly was. Very well, then; it was simply the "utmost bound" of

those hills which were given to Joseph. But the Mormons say Jacob
gave Joseph, in this verse, ALL THE EVERLASTING HILLS IN
THE WHOLE WORLD; and, of course, he gave America. Oh!
very well ;—be it so. But this proves too much; for it would prove

that he gave the hills of Africa, and that the negroes are, therefore,

the descendants of Joseph as much as the Indians. "He gave the

whole world to Joseph, and, therefore, he gave America." Now, if a

little school-boy were to bring such an argument, when contending

with his fellow, one would laugh at him, as a simpleton ; but, when
brought by men, it is only worthy of the most sovereign contempt.

In order to show the reader that Jacob had no reference to any other

hills than those of Canaan, it is only necessary to examine the pas-

sages already brought forward, with Deuteronomy, 4th chapter, 26th

and 27th verses. You, kind reader, will observe that the amount of

Jacob's blessing to Joseph was this : That his seed was to become a

multitude of people, or nations, in some land about which the ques-

tion at issue arises—the Mormons contending that the land was Ame-
rica, and we asserting that it was Canaan. Now, let us call in Moses

to settle the dispute. Come, Moses, what do you say ? Deuteronomy
4th chapter, 26th and 27th verses :

" 1 call heaven and earth to wit-

ness against you this day, that ye shall soon utterly perish from off* the

land whereunto ve go over Jordon to possess it. Ye shall not pro-

long your days upon it, but shall utterly be destroyed. And the Lord

shaTl scatter" you among the nations, AND YE SHALL BE LEFT
FEW IN NUMBER, among the heathen whither the Lord shal lead

you." Now, reader, has Moses settled the dispute? You will re-

collect that the Mormons say, The seed of Joseph, according to

Jacob, " were to become a multitude of nations in America, after they
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left Canaan." But Moses says that they should be few in number,
after they were dispersed from that land. Now, does it not follow

that if they became a multitude of nations at all, it must have been in

the Land of Canaan, before their dispersion? Certainly it does.

"Well, let us inquire if those predictions of Jacob were fulfilled in the

Land of Canaan before the Lord dispersed them. Turn, if you
please, to the book of Joshua, 17th chapter, from the 14th to the 18th
verse: "And the children of Joseph spake unto Joshua, saying,

"Why hast thou given me but one lot and one portion to inherit, see-

ing I am a great people; forasmuch as the Lord hath blessed me
hitherto. And Joshua answered them, If thou be a great people, then
get thee up to the wood country, and cut down for thyself there in

the land of the Perizzites, and of the Giants, if Mount Ephraim be

too narrow for thee. And the children of Joseph said, The hill is

not enough for us: and all the Canaanites that dwell in land of the

valley have chariots of iron, both they who are of Bethshean and her
towns, and they who are of the valley of Jezreel. And Joshua spake
unto the house of Joseph, even to Ephraim and Manassah, saying,

Thou art a great people, and hast great power; thou shalt not have
one lot only; but the mountain shall be thine; for it is a wood, and
thou shalt cut it down : And the outgoings (the utmost bounds) shall

be thine : for thou shalt drive out the Canaanites, though they have
iron chariots, and though they be strong." Now, reader, I appeal to

you if this was not a literal fulfilment of Jacob's prediction. Well,
Mr. Mormon, d' give it up? Come, be honest, for once, and cheat

the devil.

The next passage brought by the Mormons to prove that America
was the land given to Joseph, is found in Hosea, 11th chapter, 10th

verse : " They shall walk after the Lord; he shall roar like a lion ;

when he shall roar, then the children shall tremble from the West."
The argument brought from this text is, " That, as America is west
from the Land of Canaan, they (the children) must be in America."
Now, the reader will perceive that this is no argument at all : First?

because the text does not say where he shall stand to roar, and, of

course, the country west of him will depend on that circumstance;—if

he stand in America, then Asia will be in the west; if in Asia, then

Africa will be west, &c Secondly—Because, if we even admit that

he roars from Zion, then there is a number of intervening places

which would be west of Zion, and yet between it and America; viz.

Egypt, with the whole breadth of the African continent, and next

the Atlantic ocean. Now, the reader will observe that this text

proves nothing in favor of Mormonism, but a great deal against it.

Take it in connexion with the following verse of the same chapter,

11th verse: "They shall tremble as a bird, out of Egypt; and as a

dove, out of the land of Assyria." As Egypt lies in a west direction

from Judea, there is no doubt but this was the place referred to from

which they should tremble. But it may be said, "that the places,

Egypt and Assyria, have no reference to where the 'children' were,

but to the • bird' and * dove,' like which they were to tremble." Well,
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let us try it. The verse, then, would read thus: They shall tremble

as a bird out of Egypt, and as a dove out of Assyria. Very we
:

Had the Egyptian birds some peculiar mode of trembling? or
,
d d

Assyrian doves tremble different from other doves? It is not li kely

that either Egyptian birds or Assyrian doves trembled difterent from

other birds ofdoves. Therefore, we conclude that the children of

Ephraim trembled from those places like birds, or like doves. 1 hat

the Ephraimites were in Egypt and Assyria, is established beyond

doubt by referring to Rosea, 9th chapter and 3rd verse:
J

hey shall

not dwell in the Lord's land; but Ephraim shall return to Egypt,

and they shall eat unclean things in Assyria » And again, in.the

7th chapter, I lth and 16th verses: "Ephraim also is hke a silly

dove, without heart; they call to Egypt, they go to Assyria lhey

return, but not to the Most High; they are like a ^^fe
their princes shall tall by the sword for the rage of their tongue .

this

shall be their derision in the land'of Egypt."

From these passages, just quoted, we learn that the placet
uest

from Judea, from whfch the children should tremble wa not-toenc..

but E-ypt. The next is from Zephania, 3rd chapter and 10th verse-

"From 'beyond the rivers of Ethiopia, myL-W^^fi'
daughters of my dispersed, shall bring mine oSn^^?^T^
hear what the Mormons say about this verse : jll we stood on the

Land of Canaan, where this prophet stood and, thereNto
Ujj

in search of a land beyond the rivers of Ethiopia, we would pass

Lugh the Barbary States, formerly called Ethiopia and ..ver

*J
rivers° of the same country ; but, as soon as we should ^
them, we would come to the Atlantic ocean ; and if we shouWstlH

nursue our iourney, we would come to America." INow, 1 hesitate

Sot to chai the
3
author of this sentence with positive Jahekood
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there can be no doubt. That the land of Ethiopia itself is intended
by this mode of expression, is put beyond doubt by the following con-

siderations : First—The rivers of Ethiopia, beyond which the land

referred to was situate, near the head branches of the Nile, which
have their origin in the land of Ethiopia, from springs arising in the

Mountains of the Moon, situate in Abyssinia, and to the westward.
These branches, arising in Ethiopia, were called the " rivers of Ethi-

opia ;" and, in passing from the Land of Canaan to Ethiopia, those

rivers must be crossed ; hence the propriety of the expression, " be-

yond the rivers," or across the rivers, which is synonymous. But,
again : That the land of Ethiopia itself was intended by this lan-

guage, we learn from a number of passages of Scripture. It will be

observed, that the prophet Isaiah, in the words of the text, is prophe-

cying against this land, which is " beyond the rivers of Ethiopia/'

Now, in the 20th chapter of his prophecv, God tells us what lands

Isaiah was sent to prophecy against: "Saying, Go and loose the

sackcloth from off thy loins, and put off thy shoe from thy foot. And
he did so, walking naked and barefoot. And the Lord said, Like as

my servant Isaiah hath walked naked and barefoot three years, for a

sign and wonder upon Egypt and upon Ethiopia, so shall the king of

Assyria lead away the Egyptians prisoners, and the Ethiopians cap-

tives, young and old, naked and barefoot." We learn from these

passages that the "wo" pronounced upon the land "which is beyond
the rivers of Ethiopia," was to consist in the kini*- of Assyria leading

away the Ethiopians captive, "young and ok!." Again, Ezekiel,

30th chapter, 4th verse : "And the sword shall come upon Egypt,
and great pain shall be in Ethiopia." And, 9th verse: "In that day
shall messengers go forth from me in ships, to make the careless

Ethiopians afraid ; and great pain shall come upon them as in the day
of Egypt; for, lo! it cometh." Compare this verse with the 2nd
verse of the 18th chapter of Isaiah, and the conclusion is inevitable

that the land " beyond the rivers of Ethiopia" was not America, but

Ethiopia itself. Having thus laid down some reasons for supposing

that the prophet referred to the land of Ethiopia, by the phrase, "be-
yond the rivers," &c, we will turn again to the passage of Zephania,

3rd chapter, 10th verse, and see if he does not refer to the same land.

"We will quote the 9th and 10th verses of this chapter: "For then

I will turn to the people a pure language, that they may all call upon
the name of the Lord to serve him with one consent. From beyond
the rivers of Ethiopia, my suppliants, even the daughters of my dis-

persed, shall bring mine offering." Now, we learn from those two
passages, that, at a particular time, God was to " turn to the people a

pure language;" and that then his dispersed should bring from be-

yond the rivers of Ethiopia his offering. Let us, first, inquire what
time is referred to? and, second, what land tie offering, as noticed

in the text, was to come from? First—What time is referred to? In

that time, they were all to have the privilege of calling on the name of

the Lord to serve him with one consent, turn to Joel, 2nd chapter,

32nd verse: "And it shall come to pass that whosoever shall call on
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the name of the Lord shall be delivered : for in Mount Zion and in

Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the Lord hath said, and in the

remnant whom the Lord shall call." Now, the time referred to by
Joel, which was the same time noticed by Zephcnia, we are informed,
was the time of the outpouring of the Holy Gliost, on the day of

Pentecost, the period subsequent to the resurrection of Christ, and
in the days of the Apostles. That this was the time referred to by
Joel, see Acts, 2nd chapter, beginning at the 16th verse : " But this

is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel." Peter, in this chap-
ter, quotes the very ivords of Joel, and refers their fulfilment to the

time in which he was speaking, and clearly shows not only the fulfil-

ment of Joel, but also of Zephenia, by quoting the last words of Joel.

Let us examine those two predictions, with their accomplishment:
First—Zephenia: "I will turn to the people a pure language, that

they may call upon the name of the Lord." Joel : " And it shall

come to pass that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall

be delivered." Acts: "And it shall come to pass that whosoever
shall call on the name of the Lord, shall be saved." Having thus

shown that the time referred to in the text was the days of the Apos-
tles, or the time immediately subsequent to the resurrection of Christ,

we will next inquire what land is represented as " bringing the offer-

ing," Psalm 68th; 29th and 51st verses: " Because of the temple

at Jerusalem, shall kings bring presents unto thee. Princes shall

come out of Egypt; Ethiopia shall soon stretch out her hands unto

God." That the dispersed of Israel did, in the days of the Apostles,

thus bring his offering to Jerusalem from the land of Ethiopia, we
learn from Acts, 8th chapter, 27th verse : " And he arose and went

;

and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority under
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her trea-

sure, and had come to Jerusalem for to worship." This man was
evidently one of the dispersed Jews. The text does not say an Ethi-

opian, but a man of or from that land ; and he had come up to Jeru-

salem to worship. This is conclusive, and requires no further com-

ment. Here we have a literal fulfilment of the prediction that " from

beyond the rivers of Ethiopia" his dispersed should bring his offer-

ing.

Now, reader, we have disposed of the Mormons' text, proving that

America was the land given to Joseph, upon which rests their whole

fabric ; because the Book of Mormon teaches that America was the

land given to Joseph ; and it follows, if America was not given ; if the

descendants ofJoseph did not inherit America, then the Book of Mor-
mon isfalse. Now, we have seen that every argument brought from

either reason or Scripture, prove conclusively that America never

was given to Joseph; that the Ephraimites never saw America,—never

heard of America ;—and that, therefore, the Book of Mormon is a base

• tissue of falsehood, written at first as a novel, but suhsequently press-

ed into the service of a set of SWINDLERS, who, under the holy

name of Religion, would lead to HELL the widow and the orphan,

in order to fleece them of their hard-earned pittance.

3
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hold, thy Gods, Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of

Egypt. And he set the one in Bethel and the other put he in Dan.
And this thing became a sin ; for the people went to worship before

the one even unto Dan." The reader will observe that it was this

act against which the prophet Ilosea is speaking in the chapter from
which the text is taken. He says, in the first verse, ** Set the trum-
pet to thy mouth : he shall come as an eagle against the house of the

Lord, because they have transgressed my covenant, and trespassed

against my law." And, in the 5th verse: "Thy calf, Samaria,
hath cast thee off; mine anger is kindled against them," &c. And,
11 th verse : " Because Ephraim hath made many altars to sin, altars

shall be unto him to sin." Literally, Because Jereboam, who was an
Ephraimite, hath set up altars for the sinful and idolatrous purpose
of worshipping golden calves, they shall be carried away by the As-
syrians, who will compel them, against their will, to sacrifice on altar3

to idols. Then follows the words of the the text : " I have written to

him," &c. God, in these words, justifies the punishment he is about

to bring on Ephraim, and shows that they had every opportunity of

knowing his will on the subject, for he had written to them the great

things of his law. But they had not regarded his law, but counted it

as something with which they were not acquainted—" as a strange

thing." There is no no doubt but the phrase, " I have written," re-

fers to the tables ot stone, which were written by God's own finger,

and positively condemns and forbids idolatary. See Deuteronomy,
5th chapter, 7th, 8th and 9th verses. Now, Mr. Morman, how does

this refer to your book? Can you pretend to say that the explana-

tion above given is not correct? I defy successful contradiction on
this point, or any other connected with the falsity of your book. 'Tis

talse—and you know it. If, after this exposure, any Mormon shall

attempt to prove their book from Hosea, the people will be able to ap-

preciate his amount of religion and intelligence, and treat him and
his doctrine accordingly.

The next passage which the Mormon brings in support of his po-

sition, you will find in Ezekiel, 3Tth chapter, 16th to 19th verse:
*' Moreover, thou son of man, take thee one stick and write upon it,

for Judah, and for the children of Israel, his companions: then take

another stick, and write upon it for Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, and
for all the house of Israel, his companions. And join tiicm one to

another, into one stick, and they shall become one in thine hand.

And when the children of thy people shall speak unto thee, saying,

"Wilt thou not show us what thou meanest by these ? Say unto them,
Thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I will take the stick of Joseph,

which is in the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes ot Israel, his fellows,

and will put them with him, even with the stick of Judah, and make
them one stick, and they shall be one in mine hand." The Mormons
tell us "that it was customary with the Jews to roll their writings on
sticks, and to use the terms, 'stick of the law,' 'stick of Isaiah's pro-

phecy,' &c." 'Tisfalse. There is no such phrase used in the Bible,

as " STICK of the Law," " STICK of Isaiah's Prophecy." Tl>e
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word s/icA:does not occur from the beginning of Genesis to the end
of Revelations, to represent a writing of any kind. I defy Mormonism
to produce such a passage. But, for the sake of argument, let us sup-

pose that the. word stick, in the text, means a writing, and see how
the construction of the sentence will bear it out: "I will take the

Writing of Joseph, which is in the hand of Ephraim and the tribes ot

Israel, his fellows, and will put them (not it) with him, even with

the writing of Judah," &c. That is, God will take the stick, or writ-

ing, and put them with him, the writing of Judah; or, he will take

the writing and the tribes, and put them with him, the writing of Ju-

dah, and make them one writing. He will turn the tribes of Israel

into a writing. Now, however, ridiculous this may appear, it is the

legitimate consequence of supposing the word stick to mean a writ-

ing; because, God is to take the stick and the tribes, and is to put
them with him, the stick of Judah, and make them (the sticks and
tribes) one stick. In order to prove that the word stick has no infer-

ence to a writing, I would offer the following considerations: First

—

Because the noun stick in the text, is in the singular number, and the

pronoun them, which stands for it, is plural, thus showing that this

stick was to be united with the tribes of Israel. Thus—1 will take

the stick and the tribes of Israel, and put them. Now, if the word
stick meant a writing, in order that the sentence might be read cor-

rectly, it should have been thus—I will take the stick of Joseph,

which is in the hand of Ephraim, and in the hands ol the tribes of

Israel, his fellows, and will put if. It does not read so; therefore,

the word stick does not mean a writing. The reader will observe
that God was to take the stick and the tribes and put them with the

stick of Judah, and they should become one stick. But there is yet
another difficulty in the Mormon explanation, which is as follows :

•« I will put them with him, even with the stick," &c. Here the pro-

noun him is masculine, and stands for the noun stick, which is of the

neuter gender. This is a direct violation of that rule which says, " a
pronoun must agree in gender and number with the noun for which
it stands." How strange that men who j>rofes3 to revere the Word
of God, will twist it into a tissue of wigrammatical nonsense, to suit

their unhallowed purposes, and yet meet the approbation of a Christ-

ian community. The whole transaction, no doubt./efers to a similar

one, recorded in Numbers, 17th chapter, 2nd and 3rd verses, when
God commanded Moses to take twelve rods, and write on each rod
the name of the head of a tribe, and put them in the ark, &c. Ezekiel
was commanded to take two sticks and write upon them, "For Ju-
dah" &c. He was not told what he should write ; nor was it neces-
sary, because the same transaction of Moses was fresh in his memory,
he being no doubt well acquainted with the book of Numbers. The
word rod is used frequently in the Scriptures to represent the head
of a tribe, and sometimes to represent the whole Israelites. See
Isaiah, 11th chapter, 1st verse; Jeremiah, 10th chapter, 16th verse;

Psalms, 74th chapter, 2nd verse, &c. The word stick, or rod, we find

used in Sci ipture to represent the head of a tribe ; but never to repre-
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sent a book or writing of any kind. Therefore, we conclude that the

legitimate reading of the passage is as follows, viz : " Thus saith the

Lord God, Behold, I will take the head, of the tribe of Joseph, which
is Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel, his fellows, and will put them
with him, even with the head of the tribe of Judah, and make them
one tribe, and they shall be one in mine hand." Now, every difficulty

vanishes, and God's Word becomes again consistent.

Another passage brought by the Mormons is the 85th Psalm, 11th
verse: "Truth shall spring out of the earth and Righteousness shall

look down from heaven." This, they tell us, refers to the Book of

Mormon, which was dug out of the earth. The text cannot refer to

the Book of Mormon, for several reasons: First—"Truth shall

spring ;" that is, it shall spring out by its own inherent powers. But
the Book of Mormon was dug out. Again—The text says, " Truth
shall spring," &c. Therefore, this text can have no such reference:

hence, the Book of Mormon is a tissue of falsehood. In order to

have referred to the Book of Mormon, it should have read thus:

—

" Falsehood shall be dug out of the earth, and Righteousness shall

look down from heaven."

When men descend, in support of their cause, to such peurile sub-

terfuges as the Mormons have done, in pressing into their service this

text, the only reply they deserve, is ridicule. We have now examined'
each text that has any thing like a bearing on the subject ; and I ap-

peal to the common sense of every one, how far those passages sup-

port the cause of Mormonism. Here is a sect who, for purposes of

FRAUD, SEND THEIR TOOLS through every nook and corner of

our land, making proselytes; and, when they have accomplished their

purposes, will laugh at their dupes for their credulity, and quietly-

pass the remainder of their lives in wealth wrung from the hard labor

of the widow and the orphan. Such is Mormonism,—THE LATEST
SCHEME OF HELL.

As this sect appears fond of singing*, we will, for their accommo-

dation, annex a Hymn, which, for the interest of the community, we

would advise all to commit to memorv, so that, when in attendance
I *

at a Mormon meeting, they can assist in singing it.

HYMN.
Arise, ye " Saints !"—the time's at hand,

When we'll be paid for " trading land ;"

The hour approaches,—now 'tis near

:

Oar " talents" shortly will appear

;

And then we'll sing, " We are the boys

To wheedle FOOLS to Illinois
!"
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Stick to the Bible,—handle that

;

Get prophecies and verses pat ;

—

How ye apply them, 'tis no matter j

Green-horns you'll gull, just by your clatter

;

Secure their lands, while they rejoice

That God has come to Illinois.

But, when the Bible gives the lie

To what we say, and very nigh

Upsets our creed, we'll not let go,

But say, an " angel" told us so.

The bait will take ; then raise your voice,

—

The prize is seen in Illinois.

THE END.
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